Louisiana Environmental Education Commission

Meeting Minutes

August 9, 2011

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

Baton Rouge Office, Louisiana Room

1:00 PM

I. 
Call to Order

The regular meeting of the Louisiana Environmental Education Commission was called to order by Alex Appeaning, Chair of Commission, at 1:10 PM.

II.
Roll Call/Sign-in


All members present signed in on the sign-in sheet provided.


Members present:

Nancy Rabalais

Aimee` Robert

Ann Wilson

Alex Appeaning

Gary Balsamo

Angela Capello

Deepak Bhatnagar

Susan Testroet-Bergeron

Allyn Rodriguez

Connie Conner

Mary Fuglaar

Dianne Lindstedt

Charlotte Bihm

Kathy Wascom for Heidi Hitter

Phyllis Darensbourg for Lou Buatt


Others present:

Venise Ortego, Coordinator


Juliet Raffray, Assistant Coordinator


Matthew Weakley, Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc.

III. 
Minutes from Last Three Meetings

Minor revisions to the minutes were discussed.



Motion: Nancy moved to approve minutes from last three meetings.



Susan seconded the motion.



Vote: Passed unopposed
IV. 
Financial Report, Venise Ortego 
Venise went over the financial report and noted that $39,000 of the FY 2010-2011 budget was not spent.  No money yet for FY 2011-2012 because the proposal has not yet been approved.  

V. 
Coordinator’s Report, Venise Ortego
· Venise reported that HB292 was signed. The bottom line of the legislation is that EEC is not vulnerable anymore. There is enough money available to operate. 
· Charlotte mentioned that LSTA received a sustainable materials grant, ceremony in September.  Jean May Brett has the information.  Charlotte says she can pursue grants with professional development, and Deepak suggested that we talk to EPA about end of the year funds in August or September.
VI. 
Old Business

A. 2012 Symposium Committee, Ann Wilson
1.  Committee Sign-ups were set by Ann Wilson
-Keynote: Nancy (Chair), Lou, Dianne, Susan
-Door Prizes: Mary (Chair), LEEA members tba
-Audio-Visual: Dinah (Chair), David, Gary, Deepak
-Evaluation: Allyn (Chair), Susan

-Exhibitors: Angela (Chair), Dianne, LEEA members tba
-Finance: Alex (Chair), Ann, Connie, Wade, Venise
-Registration: Venise (Chair), Aimee, Charlotte, Mary, Deepak, Phyllis
-Programs: Juliet (Chair), Charlotte, Susan
-Public Relations: Juliet (Chair), Ann, Allyn, David
Ann stressed that we need to recruit sponsors.  She noted that we need forms ready and posted on the website.  The levels of sponsorship have not changed.  The total cost of symposium is about $18,000.  In 2011 we made $2,500.  We expect it to be less this year.  Last year, we had two $5,000 grants.  This year we have $1,400 promised from industry.  Deepak wants to know how many people paid $40 last year.  Exhibitor registration was $140.  

Discussion: Deepak is working on a price estimate.  He thinks it will be about $12,000.  Expenses for this year should be lower because of length and location.

2. Timeline Discussion and Vote, A. Wilson
-We need proposals and registration online ASAP.
-Registration form needs to go out next month (September)

Discussion: 

-There was a discussion on the schedule and short courses.

-Angela raised the issue that no exhibitors’ time is slated for the afternoon. 
  We took a vote and agreed we need to slate some more time for exhibitors.
-Deepak asked for a vote on one hour and fifteen minute versus one hour and thirty minute sessions.
-Ann was concerned that we will lose people after 4:00

3. Symposium Hotel Update, V. Ortego
Venise gave an update on the hotel and discussed room rates, banquet rates, and session room rates.
4. Keynote Speaker, N. Rabalais
- Nancy reported that we had a range of comments about the speaker

- Susan suggested that we address the flood and suggested speakers: Nancy Rabalais, Barry Guillot, and Colonel Fleming (COE).

- Nancy suggested a panel of two speakers representing both sides (science and operation and invite Barry to do a workshop or a symposium session.

B.   Environmental Literacy Plan, N. Rabalais
-Venise gave an overview of the status of the ELP outline. All but one section was       submitted. Venise contacted science writer Amy Clipp who bid $25,000. She charges $175 an hour. Heather charges $60 an hour and Melanie charge $30 an hour. The total is between $6,000-$15,000.

-Discussion on where the draft is and who the editors will be.

-Deepak wants to go with a writer for a fixed amount.

C.   Art and Language Arts Contest Updates, J. Raffray


-Juliet reported that we had 186 attendees at the reception.
-The webmaster is working on a rotating slide show of the reception and the artwork.
-The artwork will be displayed in the governor’s mansion in September, and then it is going to Thibodaux NPS (National Park Service) in October.
-Juliet graphed where the entries come from and which showed that we get the most entries from the middle to the eastern/central part of the state.
-Deepak said the Governor was planning on coming to the reception, but couldn’t make it that day.
VII. 
New Business
A. Nominating Committee Appointments, A. Appeaning
-Past chair, Charlotte, and Angela, Susan, and Mary are on the committee.

-Alex charged the committee to get nominees for chair elect.

-Venise said we also need recommendations for vacant seats.
-Environmental Advocacy. Suggestions were: Jennifer Williams (teacher), Rose Butler (Audubon Zoo), Hillary Collis (CRCL), and Brian Piazza (TNC).

-Local Government. Jason Barnes (Calcasieu Parish)

- Industry:  Suggestions were Robert Byrd (Exxon Mobil), Bob Dillemuth (government), Ed Landgraf (Shell), and Marc Kosiara (Shell)

-District III: Heidi Hitter’s term expires and she recommends Stacy Scarce, Linda Beyt, Paula Guidry, and Nathan Griffin.

- FYI: Charlotte Bihm currently represents LSTA, Dale Bayard (BESE) and Connie Connor (LEEA). 
B. Art and Language Arts theme, J. Raffray
Discussion on the theme for next year was related to sustainability. 
Action: Ann suggests email your ideas to Venise.  It needs to be something catchy and short, and something they can visualize for writing. 
C. Outreach Ideas, V. Ortego

-Venise discussed that she and Juliet were thinking of outreach ideas. Juliet reported on a beach trash workshop she attended in Alabama in which they used GPS units to record data. They were interested working on a beach trash workshop. KAB will help fund this outreach with $15,000.  

- Charlotte suggested that we follow through on the Floating Island Lesson that Joey Breaux has been working with. It is a great tool for classrooms.  The problem is that there is only one company that makes these.
-Kathy reported that legislation was passed in the last session on litter education as part of the driver’s license bill.
-Nancy suggested the effects of the oil spill on wildlife and fisheries.
-Angela suggested a statewide campaign for proper disposal of monofilament line and set up and service collection receptacles all over the state.
-Charlotte suggested a commitment follow through plan on what they will be doing.

Action: Act upon one of these outreach items.
D.  Change of meeting dates for discussion, A. Appeaning

Discussion: on changing the regular meetings back a month.

Action: By law committee, Dianne, Connie, Nancy, and Venise to look into changing the bylaws.

Motion: Ann moved to consider changing the regular meetings back one month and incorporate it into the bylaws for the November meeting.


Second:  Charlotte Bihm seconded the motion.



Vote: passed unopposed.
VIII. 
Announcements
· Alex noted that LEEA congressional districts have reorganized and changed to one less. This will need to be investigated.
· Charlotte announced NSTA’s regional conference is in New Orleans on November 10-12. Keynote speaker is Ted Danson.  Hotels are booking up fast.

· Nancy recognized visitor Matthew Weakley with Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc.
· Susan thanked Venise for putting list together.
· Heidi wants attendance rules to be addressed with those regularly absent.
IX. 
Next Meeting Dates: November 8, 2011 (Louisiana Room), March 3, 2012 (at Symposium in Alexandria), May 8, 2012
X. 
Adjournment



Motion: Susan made a motion to adjourn.  
Second: Nancy seconded the motion.



Vote: Passed unopposed.
DML 10.25.11

